
Celebrating 10 years with an Open Weekend Event 

NEWS UPDATE JANUARY 2022 

Training assistance dogs for disabled young people on the Isle of Wight 

This year we are celebrating our 10th year.  We are hoping our Training Centre will be alive with 

people and dogs over the 11th and 12th June for a Celebration Open Weekend.  There will be 

plenty to do and see, and lots of puppies to stroke. 

We will be opening our doors to the public to show people what the Charity does, and raise some 

much needed funds.  There will be demonstrations and mock puppy classes to watch, showing 

how Ability Dogs how they are trained and can help disabled youngsters.  Most of the Ability Dog 

puppies in training, and some of the working Ability Dogs will be joining in.  Hopefully the 

audience will be awestruck! 

You will be able to meet the puppies and puppy parents, trainers and recipients of Ability Dogs 

who will be happy to explain what they do and what their Ability Dog does for them. There will be 

plenty of things to entertain inside and out. 

Progress Update 

 Thirty-five Working Ability Dogs including Dougal a School 

Therapy Ability Dog at St Catherine’s School, Ventnor and        

two Therapy Ability Dogs.   

 Sixteen Ability Dog puppies in training including 

Suzie and two others in Advanced Training. 

 Eight Own Trained School Therapy Ability Dogs 

including Daisy at Landsend School, Cowes who 

has gained her full jacket. 

 Ten Own Trained Ability Dogs with full jackets plus four with training 

jackets. 

 Twenty-seven Own Trained Ability Dogs in Training. 



Carol Court is the Founder of Ability Dogs 4 Young 

People IoW and she runs  the charity as a volunteer.   

Ten years ago, in March 2012, Carol found herself 

with some spare time on her hands.  For the previous 

fifteen years she had worked with several assistance 

dog charities including Guide Dogs and Canine 

Partners.  She also qualified as a canine behaviourist, 

helping a number of pet dog owners with their 

problem dogs and she helped the Friends of the 

Animals charity with pet dog rehoming.  Quite an 

interesting time and a big change from her previous 

career as a manager in the IT industry on the 

mainland. 

During this time Carol met several people on the 

Island who would have liked an assistance dog, but 

they were ‘too young’.  She met Christina 

Loosemoore who, as many of you know, now has 

our very first Ability Dog, Georgie.  Christina told 

Carol about wanting an assistance dog, but having to 

wait until she was 18 before she could go on the 

waiting list.  Carol also met April Yeomans and her 

family who wanted to train their Labrador puppy as 

an assistance dog.  Carol was the Isle of Wight 

trainer for a charity called DogAid, which helps 

adults train their own assistance dogs.  Again, April 

was too young to qualify. 

Carol thought, “Someone needs to start a charity 

training assistance dogs for young people here on the 

Island.  There is obviously a big need.  Perhaps I 

could do it?” 

Everyone Carol spoke to was very 

encouraging.  So, the charity began.  

She says, “I’d like to say that I put 

together a comprehensive business 

plan, calculated the needs and the 

risks, persuaded investors to cover the 

first x years.  But that didn’t happen!  

Caroline Jennings and I spent a fun 

afternoon taking photos and videos of 

her dogs picking up shoes and posing so I could put 

together some leaflets and a website.” 

Carol spent lots of time 

reading up on charity 

constitutions, accounts for 

charities, rules for trustees, 

and other such exciting 

topics.  She persuaded 

Caroline and two others to 

be Trustees.  They registered the Constitution with 

the Charity Commission and set off.  Ability Dogs 4 

Young People was launched.  “I really had no idea 

whether we would manage to get any support, but 

that didn’t matter, training and qualifying a couple of 

ability dogs would have been an achievement.” 

Before Carol had time to organise any volunteers on 

the Island, the charity was offered a puppy.  It 

looked like a good litter, but she thought it was way 

too early, so she asked Caroline to persuade her to be 

sensible and say “No”.  Far from it, Caroline took 

one look at the pedigree and said, “We need to go 

for it!”  We had no volunteers and no puppy parents 

on the Island!  So, Carol called Joan Penny who 

Ten years on  -  How it all started 
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lives in Southampton and was 

a puppy parent for her for a 

previous charity.  “Can you 

do me a huge favour”, she 

asked.  “Can you have a baby 

puppy for me, just for a 

couple of months whilst I get 

organised?”  

Well, the rest is history, as 

they say.  Georgie proved to 

be fantastic.  Joan is still 

volunteering with the charity 

and is on her tenth puppy (or 

is it more?)  Other puppy 

parents have joined her along 

the way. 

So, ten years on, we can look back and see how far 

we have come.  There are now thirty-five working 

Ability Dogs on the Island with sixteen more at 

various stages of training plus another forty-nine on 

the Own Trained programme.  We have helped a lot 

of youngsters in a lot of different ways, and we have 

enjoyed seeing the difference that Ability Dogs have 

made to their lives.  When you meet a young person 

with an Ability Dog, they will tell you for 

themselves what an Ability Dog means to them. 

In 2018, the Charity was awarded The Queens 

Award for Voluntary Service, the MBE for 

Volunteer Groups, for the contributions of our 

volunteers.  All of whom have played (and we hope 

continue to play) a huge part in the continued 

success of the charity.  We have volunteers who 

work with the puppies and the Ability Dogs, 

accepting them into their own homes, taking care of 

them and giving enormous amounts of time training 

them.   

We have volunteers who 

work behind the scenes, 

including in the charity 

shops and at the training 

centre.  Others help at 

fundraising events and 

talks, and much, much 

more.  More than 92% of 

our hours are given 

voluntarily. 

The charity is also very fortunate to have a wide 

range of supporters, some have taken on challenges 

to raise sponsorship, some have organised events for 

donations, and many others donated funds.  So many 

people have played (and continue to play) a huge 

part in the continued success of the charity. 

Joan with Georgie at our 

1st fundraiser. 10 weeks old 

& in a homemade jacket. 
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We need to recruit more 

volunteer Puppy Parents to 

help us meet the growing 

demand for Ability Dogs 

here on the Island.  Could 

this be the perfect role for 

you? 

“Ability Dogs 4 Young 

People has allowed us to 

have a family dog when our 

circumstances wouldn’t. 

We became Puppy Parents 

to help change a young person’s life and, as dogs 

do, they changed our lives along the way too.”  

Nicola 

As well as young puppies, we also need Puppy 

Parents for our older puppies.  That’s right, it doesn’t 

have to be a tiny puppy! 

“Being a Puppy Parent 

is so rewarding.  Puppy 

parenting gives me all 

the benefits of having a  

beautiful pup in my 

family without the 

financial and life 

constraints.  It is 

educational, fulfilling, 

fun and I feel happy 

because I am part of an 

amazing team that makes 

a huge difference to so 

many Island families.” 

Melissa 

All it costs is your time, love and affection.  We 

pay for food, equipment and vet bills.  You can 

have a break or a holiday when you like as our 

puppies are fostered by other Puppy Parents.   

“Having our puppy, Ricko, has made us see more of 

our beautiful Island. We moved here from the 

mainland and really hadn’t made the most of our 

surroundings.  Ricko has made us venture further 

afield and we incorporate cafe visits to keep the 

children topped up with hot chocolate too!” Louise 

You are trained and supported throughout.  Our 

qualified trainers offer group and individual 

training sessions across the Island.   

“I have been a Puppy Parent to 

eight puppies.  It can be 

challenging at times but I think of 

the recipients still on the waiting 

list, whose lives are a challenge 

every single day.  I am proud to be 

part of a jigsaw that has changed 

whole families’ lives.” Sue 

People often say that they can’t be 

a Puppy Parent because they wouldn’t be able to 

say goodbye when the puppy moves forward.   

“Learning to love and let go is a part of life.  We 

know that each Ability Dog’s care is of paramount 

concern to the Charity and how adored they are by 

their recipient.”  Nicola 

If you think you might be able to help, please contact 

us today: phone 01983 216246 or email 

info@abilitydogs4yp.org.uk 

Could you be a Puppy Parent? 
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